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     YOU  CAN  PREVENT  CHILD  ABUSE !
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The Idaho Child Abuse Prevention Coalition announces today its sixth year of campaign activities planned during April, celebrated nationally as Child Abuse Prevention and Awareness month.  The ICAP Coalition was formed in 2001 in Boise with a handful of participants rallying on the Statehouse steps with Patricia Kempthorne.  Since then, the ICAP Coalition, under Idaho’s Heart, Inc., has broadened its activities statewide.  The Coalition works with existing regional coalitions and is working to coordinate coalitions in parts of the state where they don’t currently exist.  The campaign directs people to the Idaho Careline/2-1-1 as a resource for preventing and reporting child abuse and neglect and for seeking help.
Blue Ribbon Campaign

The national symbol of child abuse prevention is the blue ribbon.  This year, the Coalition will distribute 80,000 cards statewide with information about child abuse prevention and awareness and a small blue ribbon for people to wear.  Thanks to a generous contribution from Jackson’s Food Stores, everyone can pick up a blue ribbon at any Jackson’s store throughout Idaho.
Television Public Service Announcements

Two television ads have been produced this year for the awareness campaign.  One ad was co-produced with the Idaho Air National Guard and features a message comparing pilots and parents, and how it takes more than two to get both aircraft and kids “in the air safely.” The second ad depicts a mom snorting meth from a coffee table with a nearby toddler subsequently picking up the straw she used and putting it in his mouth. This ad was co-produced with the Treasure Valley Alcohol and Drug Coalition. The Coalition has had a series of successful ads for the past two years beginning with the Dan Hawkins “Cradle a Baby” ad in 2004.
Activities    -    Celebration of Children and Families
Each year, the month begins with a kick-off press conference that declares April as Child Abuse Prevention Awareness Month.  The Coalition also coordinates an art project through a local art school that promotes activities and statements that make children feel safe and loved.  Additional events provided by Coalition members throughout the month include presentations about child abuse prevention at conferences, the Idaho Children’s Trust Fund “Strengthening Our Families” conference, interviews on radio and television shows.  This year’s Celebration will be held April 29th at The Discovery Center of Idaho, which will be open to the public for free. The event includes family entertainment and informational booths by coalition members that feature children’s activities. The Celebration is advertised to the public through radio interviews, community calendars, colorful posters and flyers sent home by local schools. Last year, the celebration was on April 30th which is Children's Day, Idaho's official holiday for children (El Dia de los Ninos) and was extremely successful: we entertained over 1,700 people that day, breaking the Discovery Center's record!
For a detailed list of events, please see http://www.idahosheart.org/calendar.htm
